Field Trips - 2017
September 23, 2017

Willis Mountain Kyanite Mine. - This field trip is a combined Mineral collecting field trip.
Willis Mountain is the world's largest industrial producer of Kyanite,

If you have never been there it is an experience you may not want to miss,  Even o you have
been there several times, the mine changes, and new areas are opened up, 50 you never know
what you may discover,

Unfortunately, this field trip is on the same day as the clubs rock show. If you have a previous
obligation with the show please fulfill that obligation,

| will be going to the Willis Mountain Fleld Trip, so If you want to go, please notify me at;
livingearthtreasures@gmailcom NO later than 9-18-2017.

You must be at the mine no later than 8:30 am to sign in and for the safety briefing.
The detadls of the Fiedd Trip are below. Please read them thoroughly.

THE GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY OF LYNCHBURG, VA INC (MOST)

AND
THE ROANOKE VALLEY MINERAL AND GEM SOCIETY INC (HOST)

MM'““““"-' ™ Valey o and MMy P )

KYANITE MINING CORP. DILLWYN, VA, - ANNUAL FIELD TRIP
YWILLIS MOUNTAIN KYANITE MINE
If the mine is working we may have 10 imit our collecting arcas
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Burnswville, VA Fleld Trip Report.

On July 15, SVGMS hosted a special “backyard™ Field Trip to Burnsville, VA

This was an unusual opportunity for rock hounds and lapidary enthusiasts to find and purchase
mineral specimens and cabbing rough from all over the world,

The owner/importer did not disappoint; there were more minerals, specimens, crystals,
lapidary rough than was originally listed in the Field Trip description.

The prices were also dropped again, then again were many people cashed out,



From the comments, | received everyone seemed very pleased.  Many people came and
stayed the whole day. It took on average six hours to sift through all the material.  This may
have been the encore to the Kentucky trip in April

There were approx. 30-40 associated chub members from MD, KY, VA, TN, WV, and PA,

It took some dedication to make the long trip to get there, but those that did were rewarded.

it was a GOOD day if you were a rock hound. & The weather also cooperated wonderfully.
Sunny, slightly cool in the mountains, light breeze,

Below are some pictures
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Many many minerals to choose from if you wanted quantity it was there

Some of my favorites below,

Pistachio Opal Pietersite



Vogesite
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October ~ Vesuvius Unakite Figld Trip, (all ages)

1 am working on a new location for the next Field Trip.  Hopefully 10 be scheduled in October.
Thanks to SVGMS members; Heather Austin and Hlana, who discovered and graciously gave me
the contact of the owner of a private farm in the Vesuvius, VA area which has some of the
finest samples of the Vesuvius variety of Unakite. What is the difference? Vesuvius Unakite
has a more reddish-orange variation of feldspar with the green epidote. 1t makes stunning
mineral samples and even better lapidary cabochons.

Stay tuned in for more details.

If you know of a potential collecting site, please let me know and | will contact the owners of

the land or claim in behalf of SVGMS, Your HELP really makes a difference to find new sites,
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Fossil Collecting Field Trip ~ Western VA [all ages)

U.S. Sikca Mine, Montpelber, VA [age restriction, safety gear required)

Rose River, Syria VA - Fall, Early Spring (ol ages)

Virging Department of Minerals, Mining and Energy, Chariottesville, VA (all ages)

Wayee Peterson
Fiedd Trip Coordinmor
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Ghe Earth is like a big box of rocks. . .. . .. you just never know
mihat you're going Go Vind.



