
ORGANIZING YOUR ROCKS, 

MINERALS & FOSSILS

Or… WHERE DO I PUT ALL THIS STUFF? 





Make a plan:
• Where will I 

store it?
• How many 

categories do I 
need?

• What type of 
storage cabinets 
or containers 
will I use?

• How much space 
do I need? 



First, you need to 

survey all your 

materials.

Determine if you 
want to keep or 
discard any items.
Separate items 
into groups or 
know location. 
Choose a starting 
point. Have a time 
line – 6 months to 
a year. 



Decide how to organize information. 

• Use an excel file

• Make a hard copy/save 
to computer

• Make lists by category

• Figure out how to add 
additional items

• Ensure the list/files 
can be saved & stored



Headings are vital for each category. 

For minerals, I used “mineral name, it’s source, the 
formula, where I got it with date of acquisition, 
and a description with the price in last column”. 



Have patience & work in small units.

• Use containers that fit 
your needs & leave 
space for additions. 
• Be creative. This is a 

Christmas bulb 
storage container. 
• Decide on labeling 

process & type of label 
– cut up index cards, 
sticky labels, plain or 
colored. 



Use baggies for small items

• I buy bags from amazon, 
Wal-mart, or Michael’s

• I also use snack bags & 
sandwich bags



Label information: 

- Name of mineral, 
rock, or fossil
- Origin of item
- Location - where you 
got it
- Price

- Date of acquisition 
- {You may choose to 
use professional 
typed labels}



Special labels

• I made special labels 
for toxic minerals and 
for radioactive ones. 

• They are kept in a 
separate box from all 
the others. 



Develop categories & headings for groups



Use stacked roller trays to group items. 



My Collections: 



My Collections….



My Collections….



My Collections….



Collection given to me by a friend.



Fluorescent minerals:



Collections ordered from the internet. 



Large specimens…indoors & outside



Resources to aid in identification:

• This is a great Website:

www.mindat.org



I keep all my Rock & Gem Magazines



https://www.rockngem.com/how-to-store-a-rock-collection-properly/

When all else fails, go to this website from 

Rock & Gem magazine: 



Displays of my favorites at home



• If you have a large collection, 
You may need to add an 
insurance rider on your home 
policy. 

• Prices are from personal 
purchase or estimates from 
ebay or other websites. 



This project is personally 
yours – use your own ideas 
and creativity. Have 
patience and most of all, 
have fun!!! 
…Your heirs will thank you. 


