Mother Nature's Watercolors

Deer Sky Jasper & other Picture Jaspers of Eastern Oregon
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Deer Sky Jasper & other Picture Jaspers of Eastern Oregon
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Abandon hope....

My introduction to Deer Sky
- Jasper began innocuously
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Turn the page....

Uh-oh.
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Turn the page....

Oh dear.

DEER SKY JASPER
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Bad news.
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Owyhee Deer Sky Jasper E06
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Some time passes...



Aside:What is “Owyhee”, anyway!?

® "Owyhee" and "Hawaii" are two different spellings
for the same word

® "Owyhee" is the spelling that British and American
traders used during the early 19th century in
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Aside:What is “Owyhee”, anyway!?

® Just at the time the Owyhees disappeared into the
Owyhee country,American missionaries came to the
Sandwich Islands and worked out an alphabet for the
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Aside:What is “Owyhee”, anyway!?

® The older form survived - Many of the fur traders'
ldaho place names were lost in later years, but some
—including "Owyhee"” for a mountain range and river
—were retained
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From the Ground Up...

® What is jasper?
® Jasper is an opaque, impure chalcedony

® T[raditionally thought of as red, it also
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From the Ground Up, Cont'd

® Jasper is an opaque variety of chalcedony
occurring in all colors

® |t is sometimes impure, containing organic
material and/or mineral oxides such as iron
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From the Ground Up, Contd

® What is picture jasper!?
® Jasper is usually named according to its pattern
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Where do

picture jaspers
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RE: Owyhee Picture Jaspers

® /5+ named varieties
® Became ‘viral’ in the 70’s

® By |980, there were thousands of claims filed with
the BLM




Where does Deer Sky
Jasper come from!




Per the source...

® Private ranch

® Only person with permission to mine
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The source!










What are picture jaspers!




Detour....







Take layers of ingredients...
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Assemble them in a specific order....



Form into shapes...



Cut cross-sections...



Voila - Pictures!
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Voila - Pictures!




What is the process?

® Alluvial sedimentation
® “Owyhee Jasper is basically petrified mud”

® Volcanic explosions
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What are the ingredients!?

® Cryptocrystaline quartz ® Aluminum

® Trace elements, ® T[itanium
including:
® /lrconium




Deer Sky.. why the name????

f—
]

“There were so many varieties of colors and

patterns there did not seem to be an appropriate
name based on the stone.”

“Since it was my jasper to name | went o]

- something | liked, which was distinctive and not
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Deer Sky.. why the name

® “| love the sky out where | dig. So many cloud
patterns, some of which are duplicates of what are
in the stone.And yes, there are deer out there as
well.”
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Pics of finished cabs
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finished
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Pics of finished
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Pics of finished
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http://tinyurl.com/kc55t3g
http://tinyurl.com/kc55t3g

For Further Information

® Neal Schornack

® http://dspjgems.com/

® Many thanks to Neal for his information and input!

® The Gem Shop
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Door Prize!
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